EAST END HOWLER o2

— East London’s FREE Working Class News Sheet —

GOVERNMENT SQUASHES
THE DREAMS OF EAST
LONDON STUDENTS

and
Solldarlty
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Students throughout East London are angry
about the end of Educational Maintenance
Grants after this academic year. EMA helps
students attend Sixth Form and Further
Education colleges, a necessary step to get
into university.

Over the last few months students at Tower Hamlets
FE College have organised debates and protests. The
axing of EMA will have a particularly bad effect on
deprived boroughs like Tower Hamlets and
Newham. Up to £30 was given to the poorest
student, helping them with costs such as transport. In
addition, the economic situation means there are far
fewer part time jobs, evenings and weekends, which
many students depended on to help them get through
college. In addition, the students also have to worry
up about the massive increase in university tuition
fees. Here’s what some Newham Tower Hamlets
students had to say:

e |f there hadn’t been EMA when | started, |
would have been put off coming to college.

e | went to a college out of the borough because
| thought it provided more opportunities for
going to university. But my transport costs
have now gone up to £60 a month, plus all |
have to spend on books and equipment.

“l can’t have Oxford money

and Oxford grades.”

“No difference between
Conservatives and New
Labour - their campaigns
were the same.”

I don’t like to ask my parents for money so |
use the EMA and also money from a part-time
job. But if I didn’t have to work then | would
get higher grades. | plan to write an essay but
then I am too tired so I put it off.

You are told to go to university in order to get
good jobs by authority figures.

It makes my blood boil. They can’t complain if
they see a black person selling drugs. We are
trying to get to university, trying to make it,
but it is an elitist society.

Living in Newham is bad enough, but the idea
of university keeps me going. But | need to
get good A-level results and that will be harder
if | have to work.

I can’t have high ambitions because | have to
work. If I didn’t work then | might get the
grades but then wouldn’t be able to afford to
go. They say the cuts are inevitable but a
democratic society should want to help people.
If we are going to be the future of humanity
then you have to invest in us now.

The younger generation is suffering after the
bank crisis. We didn’t cause the crisis but it
will be our responsibility to turn the country
around.



t of maintaining the council’s large
portfolio of properties?

® The council seems to have found £40 million to loan to the
struggling West Ham football club for their purchase of the Olympic
Stadium. This after commercial lenders refused, clearly thinking that
it was a risky loan. The council, and therefore us as the local taxpay-
ers, will be liable if West Ham default on the debt, which is very likely
given their current troubles.

Tower Hamlets

Plundering the Public Sector

Now the cuts are hitting home here in Tower Hamlets. The council plans
to tax 500 jobs and warned workers that they might lose their jobs. Two
hundred of these will be council workers and another three hundred will
be agency-employed workers. The council wants to save £29 million, a
quarter of its budget over the next financial year, with a total of £55
million over 3 years. The Chief Executive of the Council, Kevan Collins,
has gone on to say that £78 million must be saved over the next three to
four years, announcing this at a council cabinet meeting. This means job
losses among workers in Tower Hamlets AND it means drastic cuts in our
services.

Yet the Mayor Lutfur Rahman was elected because he promised that he
would fight the cuts. It is a Conservative-Liberal Democrat government
that has started these cuts and locally it is a predominantly Labour council
that will be implementing them. In practice there is no difference between
the parties. They are all pledged to bring in austerity measures. Local MP
Jim Fitzpatrick has gone on record to say that “we all know” there have to
be cuts.

This is not about ‘saving the economy’ but about restoring profitability to
the banks and businesses that made the mess in the first place. These cuts
are about strip mining the public sector to support a financial sector
hungry for ‘opportunities’. This is a massive transfer of wealth from the
rich to the poor modelled on the programmes imposed on Latin America,
Asia and Africa through the last 30 years. This is not ‘prudent economics’
pulling Britain ‘back from the brink’, it’s plunder plain and simple.

Labour, Tory, Same OIld Story

Just as the government is turning back the clock, so the loyal opposition in
the Labour party and the trade union movement tries to do the same.
Already, the traditional left are calling for the Labour party to do
something. The same party that proposed all but £6 billion of the
Lib-Dem/Tory cuts, that began the creeping privatisation that the new
government will speed up, is expected to lead the fight against both of
them. This loyal opposition would have us forget everything they did to
make the mess we’re in now possible. They would have us believe that
this time it will be different, that this time they really are serious about
fighting for the working class rather than for their own careers.

Just as we should expose and ignore the lies from the government, so we
should expose and ignore the lies of the loyal opposition. Labour won’t
save us. The trade union bureaucracies will posture but ultimately do
nothing. The best they’ve managed so far is to call for a rally sometime in
March — too little, too late. We can’t look to any of the generals without
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